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The deepest truths in health and healing are not found at the centre
but where boundaries blur-where science meets compassion,
where pain meets resilience and where hope takes root.

An online periodical that publishes stories from
pro people health practice
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Editorial

What began as a spark at the Health Equity Conference at Christian
Medical College, Vellore in 2024 has now grown into a continuing
journey. Amidst conversations on health equity, grassroots work, and
lived realities from across the country, an idea quietly took root — to
create a space where such stories could be shared, preserved, and
amplified. That idea became Health Chronicles.

What began as a simple idea — to bring together stories from diverse
corners of the health landscape — continues to shape this second
edition. We had envisioned a platform where individuals working in
remote regions, academic spaces, field initiatives, and exploratory
journeys could share their lived experiences. A space to reflect on
their learnings, celebrate their successes, acknowledge their failures,
seek support, and create opportunities for others passionate about
meaningful work in health.

With this second edition, that vision grows stronger. We continue
striving to amplify narratives of hope, unity, and resilience, reaching
an even wider audience. We remain especially committed to engaging
students in the health sciences who may sometimes feel disillusioned
by the competitive race or the glamour of urban practice. Through
these evolving stories, this magazine reaffirms its purpose — to
illuminate the deeper realities of healthcare and inspire a more
thoughtful, compassionate approach to Health for All.

Behind this edition stands a deeply committed compiling team that
worked with patience, precision, and persistence. They carefully
coordinated with contributors, followed up on submissions, organized
diverse narratives, and ensured that every voice found its rightful
place within these pages.
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The final compilation of this edition was brought to completion
through the dedicated efforts of students Vidisha, Geetanjali, Anshi,
Jugnu, Bhavika, Nirtunjay, Anushka, Swati, Sarah, Sneha, Aakriti,
Savithri and Priyadarsh as well who carefully assembled every
section into a unified whole. Their meticulous attention to detail
ensured consistency, clarity, and flow across the magazine. Through
multiple rounds of review, formatting, and refinement, they
transformed diverse contributions into a cohesive publication. This
edition stands as a reflection of their patience, perseverance, and
quiet commitment behind the scenes.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who took the time to
share their stories, reflections, and experiences with us. Each
submission carried sincerity, depth, and purpose, and it was truly
inspiring to witness the enthusiasm with which so many voices came
forward. While we deeply wished to include every contribution,
space constraints made it impossible to feature them all in this
edition — and for that, we offer a gentle apology. Please know that
every story matters to us, and we look forward to bringing many
more of them to light in the editions ahead. With continued support
and participation, we are excited to present even more engaging,
diverse, and impactful editions in the future.

We look forward to be have more people connecting , sharing their
stories and experiences. We hope to reach out to more and more
people and share these amazing stories in the main stream. May this
effort serve as a network for connection, support, along the way
towards Health For All.

-Dr Priyadarsh



Touching Human Models: Rural
Kandha Tribe

Villagers’ First Outreach
Experience

- Krushna Chandra Ataka

Bissamcuttack, Dist. Rayagada
(Odisha).



When | first brought human anatomy models to Thuapadi village, | did
not expect how powerful a simple teaching tool could become.

That day, nearly eighty villagers—along with many schoolchildren—
gathered around a small table where the models were arranged. Elders,
parents, adolescents, and curious young faces

stood shoulder to shoulder, waiting to see something most of them had
never encountered before.

Seventy-year-old Sitana Nanaka, a Kandha tribal elder, approached
slowly, curiosity written across his face. He had lived his entire life in
the village, raised children and grandchildren, and treated illnesses with
forest herbs and traditional remedies—but he had never seen what the
organs inside the human body actually looked like. In the community,
bodies are cremated after death, and the inner structure of the human
form remains unfamiliar.

When he gently touched the plastic model of the heart and liver, his
eyes widened.

“So this is what is inside us?” he asked softly.

That moment stayed with me.

Using these models transformed our health discussions. What once felt
abstract—disease,

alcohol-related damage, digestion, breathing—suddenly became visible
and real. Villagers leaned in as we removed the liver from the torso
model. | explained how years of heavy drinking can scar and harden it,
leading to serious illness. The physical presence of the organ made the
warning far more powerful than any lecture could.

People asked thoughtful questions:

“Can it heal?”

“How long does it take to get damaged?”

“What foods protect it?”

For me, as a health professional beginning my career in rural service,
these conversations felt deeply rewarding. | realized that medicine here
was not just about prescriptions—it was about trust, patience, and
respectful exchange.



The children were the most enthusiastic. They pointed excitedly at
lungs and kidneys, whispering to one another about becoming doctors
someday. Watching school students learn alongside elders created a
beautiful bridge between generations—science meeting tradition,
curiosity meeting experience.At the same time, | learned the
importance of cultural sensitivity. Many villagers rely on traditional
tribal healing practices passed down through generations. Rather than
dismissing these beliefs, | listened. We spoke about how modern
medicine and indigenous knowledge can work together—how hygiene,
nutrition, early screening, and timely referrals can strengthen what
the community already values.

By the end of the session, nearly eighty people had attended to—
patients and students alike—each leaving with new questions, new
understanding, and perhaps a nhew way of thinking

about their own bodies.

That afternoon in Thuapadi village taught me more than any classroom
lecture.

It taught me that learning flows both ways.

Sitana Nanaka thanked me before leaving.

“We knew the body was complex,

” he said with a gentle smile,

“but today we saw it.”’

For a young professional starting out in rural healthcare, moments like
this turn work into purpose—and service into a lifelong journey.
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Beyond the tracker : The silent
struggle of Anganwadi workers
— Rakesh Ghildiyal

Health Resource Person,

Azim Premji Foundation
Uttarkashi, Uttarakhana
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Take Home Ration (THR) is a key component of the Supplementary
Nutrition Programme under Integreted Child Development Services
(ICDS), aimed at addressing malnutrition among children (6 months - 3
years), pregnant women, and lactating mothers. In a hilly state of
northern India, especially in remote regions, frontline workers such as
Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) are Responsible for distributing THR while
also ensuring digital documentation through the Poshan Tracker app.
But using technology, due to poor network, insufficient training, and
too much paperwork, has made a potentially useful nutrition program
stressful for both the workers and thecommunity.

During a field visit to an Anganwadi Centre (AWC), | withessed
something that left a deep impression on me. | was having a
conversation with the AWW when suddenly a woman walked in, straight
from working in the fields. The AWW quickly stepped out with her. They
walked around here and there, and | stayed back. | was scrolling my
phone. Moments later, | heard a loud laugh outside. The AWW and the
women hugged each other, sharing a sense of relief and joy. When the
AWW returned to the AWC, | asked curiously, “What happened? Why are
you so happy?” She smiled and replied, “Her face has finally been
captured in the Poshan Tracker.” For distributing THR, AWWSs are
required to capture the facial image of each beneficiary every month.
However, due to poor mobile networks and frequent server issues, this
has become an extremely difficult task. That woman had come to the
AWC for the seventh time just to get her face captured. Even though
THR distribution has been stopped since four months due to supply.
Chain issues from the ICDS department, the face capture remained
mandatory. If the AWW fails To complete it, she would be questioned by
the higher authorities.
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Once the face gets captured in the App, even when the
beneficiary had not got any THR, they receive an automated
SMS saying: "You have received THR for this month. If not,
please complain on the given number." Strangely, the
complaint number does not work.

Despite this, AWWs—through their rapport and trust within the
community—continue to convince families that face capture is
essential and that ration may arrive someday. Yet, whispers
follow them. Some villagers say behind their backs: “The AWW
keeps all the ration for herself.”

These comments are baseless and make AWWs feel
demoralized and helpless.

Many AWWSs, especially older ones (50+), are not comfortable
using digital tools like the Poshan Tracker. They haven’t
received sufficient training either. One 55-year-old AWW, who
has served for 28 years, shared her experience: “When | raised
this issue with my seniors, they told me—‘If you can’t do this,
resign. Many unemployed people can take your place.””’In
another remote village, an AWW had to take an entire family—
husband, wife, and six children—two kilometers away from
their home just to find network coverage. She did this for three
consecutive days, and yet failed each time to complete the
face capture. Finally, under pressure, she recorded a video
explaining her challenges and the mental stress she was under.
The department’s response was the same cold line: “If you
can’t do the work, you are free to leave"
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There are countless such stories around THR, that aren’t reaching
people, but are marked as

"distributed" in official data. In one village, a drunk man hit a stone
at an AWW, injuring her

head, simply because she kept asking his wife to visit the AWC for
the mandatory face capture.

But THR is only one part of the load. AWWs juggle numerous
responsibilities: working as BLOs

(Booth Level Officers), registering marriages, tracking
immunizations, monitoring the nutritional

status of mothers and children, and much more. One AWW admitted
with a tired smile:

“Sometimes | feel relaxed when the children don’t come to the
AWC. It gives me time to finish

all the other work.” She added, “lI know I’m not able to focus on their
growth and learning. But

what can | do? No one ever asks me about that. All they want is
portal data. And that data never

reflects the real story on the ground.”

These stories are not isolated; these are present in the everyday
struggles of Anganwadi Workers

across India. While digital systems aim to bring transparency and
efficiency, on the ground, they

lead to emotional distress among AWW and break the community’s
trust. The voices of AWWs

must be heard and not dismissed. The system need to balance
accountability with empathy.
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The Evolution of Blood Vessel
Anastomosis: From Ligation to
Microsurgical Precision for

reconstructive microsurgery.
-The History and Innovations of

Blood Vessel Anastomosis

William R. Moritz 1, Shreya Raman 2, Sydney
Pessin 1, Cameron Martin 1, Xiaowel Li 1,
Amanda Westman 1 and Justin M. Sacks 1,
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What is now considered routine was once experimental, controversial,
and frequently unsuccessful.

Early Foundations: Hemorrhage Control Without Restoration

For centuries, surgeons addressed vascular injury primarily through
ligation. From ancient practitioners such as Paul of Aegina to Ambroise
Paré during the Renaissance, tying off bleeding vessels saved lives but
did not restore blood flow. While hemorrhage could be controlled,
tissue perfusion was sacrificed. True revascularization remained
beyond the limits of surgical science.

Early attempts at vessel repair emerged in the 18th and 19th centuries.
In 1762, Richard Lambert described a brachial artery repair using a pin,
though the technique lacked consistency and reproducibility. Later,
Alexander Jassinowsky and J.B. Murphy demonstrated experimental
vascular repair in animal models. These efforts, however, | were
undermined by limited understanding of endothelial biology and
thrombosis, leading to frequent occlusion and failure.

Visualization as a Turning Point

The mid-19th century brought a pivotal shift with improvements in
optical technology. Advances by Carl Zeiss and Ernst Abbe enhanced
microscope precision, while surgical loupes improved intraoperative
visualization. Surgeons could now appreciate the layered structure of
vessel walls, particularly the crucial role of the intima in maintaining
patency.

Greater anatomical insight clarified why earlier repairs had failed.
Intimal injury and turbulent blood flow were recognized as key
contributors to thrombosis. This understanding set the stage for
technical refinements that would define the next era of vascular
surgery.
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The Carrel Revolution

The early 20th century marked the first reproducible success in
vascular anastomosis. Alexis Carrel , working with Charles Guthrie,
introduced the triangulation method for end-to-end vascular repair
in 1902. Carrel emphasized meticulous alighment of the intimal
layers, dramatically reducing thrombosis and improving outcomes.
His techniques enabled consistent vascular repair in experimental
models and ultimately established the foundation for organ
transplantation. For these contributions, Carrel was awarded the
Nobel Prize in 1912. His work did more than refine technique—it
redefined what was surgically possible. Vascular repair shifted from
experimental curiosity to emerging clinical reality.

Anticoagulation and Clinical Translation

Despite technical advances, thrombosis remained a formidable
obstacle. The discovery of heparin by Jay McLean in 1916
represented a major pharmacological breakthrough. As its
anticoagulant properties became clinically applicable, vascular
patency rates improved substantially. Heparin transformed
anastomosis from a technically achievable procedure into a
clinically reliable one.

By the mid-20th century, these scientific and technical advances
converged. In 1950, Richard Lawler performed the first human
kidney transplant using vascular anastomosis. In 1954, Joseph
Murray achieved the first successful kidney transplant between
identical twins, confirming that vascular reconstruction could
support long-term graft survival. These milestones firmly
established vascular anastomosis as the backbone of transplant
surgery.
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The Emergence of Microsurgery

Another paradigm shift occurred with the introduction of the
operating microscope. Although microscopes had been adapted for
surgical use in the 1920s, it was Julius Jacobson in 1960 who
demonstrated their transformative potential in vascular repair. By
applying magnification to small-diameter vessels, he dramatically
improved precision and patency rates.

Microsurgery enabled anastomosis of vessels only a few millimeters
—and eventually less than one millimeter—in diameter. This
advancement led to the development of free-flap reconstruction,
digit replantation, lymphatic surgery, and supermicrosurgical
techniques.

Technological refinement followed: finer sutures, specialized micro-
instruments, and enhanced optics expanded the scope of
reconstructive surgery. By the late 20th century, vascular
anastomosis extended beyond life-saving trauma and
transplantation into quality-of-life procedures within plastic and
reconstructive surgery.

Looking Forward

Today, vascular anastomosis continues to evolve. Sutureless
coupling devices, bioengineered adhesives, and robotic
microsurgery represent the emerging frontier. Yet the fundamental
principle remains unchanged: precise approximation of viable intima
is essential to maintain flow and prevent thrombosis.

From crude ligatures to submillimeter vascular repair, the
development of blood vessel anastomosis reflects the synergy of
anatomical insight, technological innovation, and pharmacologic
advancement. Its history parallels the trajectory of modern surgery
itself—where improved visualization, scientific understanding, and
interdisciplinary progress steadily expand the boundaries of what is
surgically achievable. 17
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It is so very hard for a Gen Z student to be able to witness all three
of these complicated yet intertwining qualities in this materialistic
world, but | am so very grateful for having gotten the opportunity :
to be able to capture all three of these entities at the very base
level.

Being a newbie into the medical course, like 'actually a-newbie,
because I've just completed first year MBBS, like most others |

knew literally nothing about the ins and outs of the Healthcare
System the practical side to it or just how-exactly it works but thls
was all about to change as | was ableto attend the RSP camp (Rural
sensitization program), which is an initiative taken to expose t;h’e
medical students to RurallLife, the Health Care System its fal',;dlltles |
and also theproblems. \ /

As soon as | set foot into the camp, | immediately felt a}park of
togetherness and a sense of belonging with these people,the
environment and just the setting in general. It was just around 30

of us from various corners of India withinnumerable dlffere*nces
maybe with respect to college,language, age, etc. with the only
commonality being Healthcare and a desire for social service.;.but I
didn't feel like an outsider in any way.~ - o\

Our first day to becoming sensitized to the rural healthconditiens
began by being taken to the health clinic at Bagdonda. There, after
a brief overview on how things workover-there, we were given the
space to observe. It was over here that | alongside my peers were
we able to grasp onto some of the most important qualities that all
human beings should inculcate, especially the healthcare
professionals.

Selflessness was one major quality that was abundantly displayed
by the villagers for they may not have a lot to offer but whatever

they have, they share it with us with so much of love and warm\t\h
‘x
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Throughout this 3-day walk through, the doctors and organizers here
were living examples that if you are driven-by your aspirations tﬁﬁénh. |
you can always flourish and continue. "x““*a__ ; _f i

It is not easy to create awareness in places that have.very minij)dm
resources. It is so very hard to be able to instil a sense'of hoﬁé-"_ n_—
deprived regions. It is so easy to give up. | could go on and on About
the many extreme challenges that are faced at these sett but still
the drive to continue and maintain that same.energy that ybu once ~ -
upon a time had, the unwavering tendency to h_glp and serve: These
are just a summary of the things that | could grasp. /

Allin all, I honestly believe that these three days_:gf attending\this
rural sensitization program is a huge milestone for ?n% and | never
thought that as an 18-year-old | would ever get thisexp% so to
actually get that especially in this education system when everything
is so theoretical is something I’'m really gratefu l about.

Aisiri Bhat
Il Year MBBS
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My family faced hardships when | was a child. It gave me firsthand
experience of marginalized people's lives. Later whenl was in college |
went to work in the famine that struck Bihar in 1967 where | saw the
death of a Dalit woman.due to hunger. This event forced me to devote
my energies and-skills for social transformation. I didn't enter this field
due to the attraction of any idol or ideology.

When raised in economic hardships, you are expected to earn money
to improve your family's standard of living. Despite pressure from my
family and relatives to take this path | chose to work for marginalised
people, disregarding economic security..

Though individual efforts and initiatives are important, social
transformation requires social movements. | was part of an
organization called Tarun Shanti Sena which brought thousands of
young boys and girls together to work for social change based on
values like - democracy, secularism, national integration, world peace,
social equality and economic justice. Lots of young members followed
Gandhi's maxim “Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” They
preferred inter caste marriage to break the caste barrier. Some of them
even chose partners from different states, language, culture and even
religion. We put gender equality in practice, declined dowry, declined
to inherit parental property.

We raised our voices against the education system which failed to
provide Life Skills and employment. Some of us burned our degrees
many left their studies half way in order to learn from life experience.
Medicos in Tarun Shanti Sena were under the impression that medical
education is fine until one of them realised its shortcomings during his
rural posting. A discussion on this topic gave birth to the Medico Friend
Circle.

When Mrs. Indira Gandhi imposed an emergency in 1975 suspending
fundamental rights of the citizens, we became part of the movement to
restore democracy. Some of us who were arrested under MISA
remained in jails for one to two years. Some of us worked with the
marginalized people to restore their rights related to land, forests,
health, education, livelihood, etc. 22



I'am neither a leader noran expert or professional. | enjoy working with
my hands and problem solving with my brain. | like to work as a team
member. Most of my learning and training were results of
responsibilities, tasks and challenges | got involved with. It is different
from formal education where one learns first and applies it later.

Spent 4-5 years in strengthening Tarun Shanti Sena and MFC as their
national convener. | stayed in villages of Gujarat for almost 12 years
wherel got the opportunity to learn about health problems and
behavior of marginalized people (Working as Village Health Worker).
Working with children out of school gave an opportunity to understand
"how people (children) learn?”, pedagogy and epistemology.
Construction'of dispensary buildings using local material taught me
low-cost architecture. Investigation of jaundice in Ahmedabad gave
the opportunity to learn some aspects of epidemiology and public
health. Every learning helped in exploring and grasping other
problems. Like working as VHW and understanding of "how people
learn" helped us in designing the health education material and
training programs for rural people when Lata and | got involved in it.

Lata started her social work in Arunachal Pradesh after completing
her MBBS. After she worked with trust hospitals catering to the
minorities and marginalized women. We joined together to prepare
health education material in 1990. (See the the report “Ideal : A
Decade of Learning”)

The role of a social worker is to facilitate empowerment of people
among whom he/she is working. Going back to Gandhi's talisman,
assessment of our work should be judged on: "Had he [she] gained
anything by it? Did it restore him [her] to a control over his [her] own
life and destiny?"

(Examples of people’s empowerment can be seen in the report.)
Whatever learning and experience we acquired during our activities of
preparing health education material and training of health workers we
shared with other colleagues in MFC through workshops.
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We wanted to achieve health for all through strengthening the public
health system but ended up in creating trust hospitals providing curative
services. Not much has been done in preventive and promotive health.
While working with/village people we lost touch with the students and
could not mobilise them for social change like we did in Tarun shanti
Sena days.

My Journey

Lata Shah

| was brought up in a well-to-do middle class family in a small town in
Gujarat. I never faced any hardship but was sensitive to the needs of
poor people/Imbibing good values from parents and teachers | decided
to become‘a doctor to serve the needy people. After completing my
MBBS | went to Arunachal Pradesh in 1975 to work at a health project
started by Tarun Shanti'Sena. After coming back | did MD in Obst & Gyn
and served in a trust hospital catering to the poor women of minority
community for 10 years. Thereafter | worked with trust hospitals working
among very poor communities of Banaskantha and Sabarkantha district
of Gujarat. | conducted clinics in remote villages and major surgeries in
trust hospitals.

| came to know that most women suffer from iron deficiency anemia and
undernutrition. Women and village TBAs don’t have necessary
understanding of the reproductive system. | had to treat and operate
several cases of prolapsed uterus which were the result of TBA
vigorously pushing the uterus to expel the placenta fearing that it will
ascend to the lungs. They believed that the uterus is open from the top.
We produced a life-size model of the uterus to correct this notion.
Since 1998 | worked full time with IDEAL to prepare health education
material and training of village health workers. Working with tribal
women | found that they were very sharp and quick to grasp new
information and could remember and recall important points without
taking any notes. Their strategy of learning by doing was far superior
than ours. (This common journey covered in IDEAL: A Decade of
Learning)
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A Journey of Growth, Grit, and
discovery, a Research

Journey!

- By Aakriti Roy, Sneha Tayde, Kapil
Saini, & Chelsi Purohit
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Here are some stories of student researchers, asking and seeking
answers through some un-ordinary, yet interesting ways. STS - ICMR is a
student short term internship/studentship. It encourages young
students to engage and learn research.

ldea and concept of their research:

Aakriti, 3rd year MBBS Student, Sevagram

Aakriti’s research journey began during a GTP camp discussion. A
conversation about pesticide regulation in Tamil Nadu and its link to
reduced self-harm cases left a deep impact on her. When someone said
that many attempts are not always a wish to die but often a cry for help,
the idea stayed. Later, discussions in Sevagram and guidance from a
psychiatry professor encouraged her to explore deliberate self-harm
along with self-compassion and perceived social support. What initially
seemed abstract became real through patient interactions.

Kapil, 3rd year MBBS, Sevagram

Kapil found his research question during a community medicine field
visit. Observing community-based rehabilitation for stroke patients
made him realize how much support they needed. That exposure shaped
his decision to study unmet needs among stroke patients.

Chelsi, Final Year MBBS, Silvassa

For Chelsi, research began at home. Her brother’s delayed diagnosis of
compound heterozygous sickle cell disease transformed her
understanding of medicine. Under the Indian Council of Medical
Research STS 2024 program, she studied variations in clinical
presentation among sickle cell patients in western India. What started as
a two-month project extended far longer — driven not just by academics,
but by purpose.
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Sneha, Final Year MBBS, Silvassa

Sometimes the most important journeys begin with the simplest
decisions. During a research meeting, Dr. Priyadarsh asked us to choose
from five topics, and | picked snakebite without much thought.What
started as a simple choice soon grew into a valuable learning experience,
shaping my understanding of research and guiding me to where | am
today.

The Process: What Research Really Looks Like

For Aakriti, the journey from idea to execution was both structured and
deeply human. With a supportive guide, she learned how to search on
PubMed, review literature, and build a protocol with clarity. But the real
challenge began when research moved from paper to patients. ldentifying
cases, reviewing files, and interviewing patients in Medicine wards after
classes demanded consistency and balance. Gradually, she realized
patients were not just answering questions — they were looking for
someone to truly listen. Interviews often became safe spaces. Research,
she discovered, was not just data collection but an ethical and emotional
engagement with lived realities.

For Sneha, data collection began during final year postings — a demanding
phase of MBBS. Over 6-7 months, she balanced ward duties while
collecting cases from ICU, male, and female wards, often with friends
covering her postings. Conducting 20-25 minute interviews taught her
patience, discipline, and critical thinking. Research helped her grow from:
student into a seeker of answers.

Kapil’s journey began with finding the right mentor. Approaching faculty
required confidence, but consistent guidance helped him refine his topic
after field exposure to stroke rehabilitation services. Multiple proposal
revisions, literature reviews, and ethics committee approval taught him
persistence and methodological clarity.
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Chelsi’s study involved forty sickle cell patients under the Indian
Council of Medical Research STS program. As the sole investigator, she
interviewed patients, verified clinical data, and conducted analyses.
Interviewing during pain crises was emotionally challenging, especially
with stigma attached. Over time, trust developed. Patients began
recognizing her, and one mother’s words — “You will become a good
doctor” — became the most meaningful outcome, beyond any
questionnaire.

The Challenges they faced during research:

For Chelsi, final year meant eleven subjects, clinical postings, and
constant examination pressure.

“At times it felt like — what’s the point of doing all this?”

The most demanding phase was analysis. Data cleaning, learning
statistical tools, interpreting outputs — nothing came easily. Days and
nights went into refining the work. Close to the deadline, with guidance
from mentors and biostatisticians, the data finally stabilized.

“We had smiles, we had tears... it was quite ups and downs.”

That phase taught her discipline — and deep respect for data.

For Aakriti, the struggle was emotional. Entering psychiatry without
much background, she had to ask deeply personal questions about self-
harm, worthlessness, violence, and family conflict. Listening to repeated
accounts of domestic abuse and alcohol-related aggression was heavy.
Learning to regulate her own emotions — with support from a senior
resident friend — became essential. She also realized that many
research scales did not fully reflect rural Indian realities. Balancing
methodological rigor with participant comfort, especially during
recorded interviews, required sensitivity and constant reflection.
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Kapil faced challenges in the field. Locating patients in villages without
clear addresses, coordinating with ASHA workers, managing transport,
and balancing academics demanded daily planning. He learned that
logistics can be as important as research design. He also discovered that
research tools are not always culturally perfect — some questions felt
distant or sensitive, requiring careful communication.

For Sheha, balancing final-year postings with data collection in the
Medicine ward and ICU was exhausting. Language barriers with Warli-
speaking patients, hesitation during consent, and fear around certain
components made interviews demanding. She later realized that seeking
help earlier might have eased the process. Yet, the patience required to
complete each 20-25 minute questionnaire strengthened her
perseverance.

Research, some young seekers’ guide to a beautiful journey.
young g J y
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A 40 KM Walk for
Healthcare: A Reflection on

Systemic Inequities
-DR. TIJO THOMAS

MBBS from St.John's Medical College,Banglore
Currently working in Swasthya Swara] Community Hospital,
Kaniguma as a Junior Resident Medical Officer

drtijothomasp@gmail.com
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He started his journey at 5 in the morning, walking 40 kilometers
from his village to reach the health center. When | asked him,
"Kentha kari asithilo?" (How did you come ?), he simply replied,
"Chali chali..." (Just walked). It took me a moment to process that he
had walked this entire distance for a basic health check-up. The
realization hit me hard, and | felt an immense sense of responsibility
as | prepared to treat him—a responsibility | hadn’t felt so acutely
before.

The man had been suffering from a high fever, cough, and cold for
the past week. But beyond these immediate concerns, my
examination revealed bilateral cataracts severely obstructing his
vision. When | asked about it, he acknowledged his reduced vision
but dismissed it as something he could live with. For him, even a
simple cataract surgery was an unaffordable luxury.

This encounter left me grappling with a whirlwind of thoughts. How
does our healthcare system fail people like him so profoundly?
Coming from Kerala, where super-specialty hospitals are abundant
and accessible, this was a bitter pill to swallow. The poor functioning
of government hospitals is a grave injustice to those who depend on
them. It’s disheartening to see that even district hospitals often lack
the capacity to perform basic procedures like cataract surgeries or
thrombolysis for myocardial infarctions (Ml).

Moreover, tribal communities and marginalized groups frequently
face discrimination and neglect within these healthcare systems.
This systemic sidelining discourages them from seeking medical
care altogether. In a world where even government policies
increasingly cater to corporate interests, how can the common
person survive? Who will advocate for the poor?
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As Rudolf Virchow aptly stated, "Physicians are the natural attorneys of
the poor. Yet, in today’s capitalistic world, the corporate-driven
healthcare system has become the biggest culprit. It brainwashes
budding doctors into prioritizing tertiary care and profit over primary
care and social responsibility. This shift not only undermines the ethical
foundations of medicine but also perpetuates the cycle of inequity.

This experience has reinforced my belief that healthcare is a
fundamental human right, not a privilege reserved for those who can
afford it. It is our collective responsibility to advocate for systemic
reforms that prioritize accessibility, equity, and compassion. Only then
can we hope to bridge the gaping chasm between the privileged and the
marginalized in our Society.
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The "Panini
Generation": lifein a
blink of an eye
-Shyno Annie Jacob
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Being a millennial daughter who has parents in and around 70, health is one
the frequent topic | discuss with parents. As for many, this is one of the
touchy topic too. Your concerns just get deflected as they feel like you are
policing them. You are trying to figure out your

own life/ your spouse/ your kids and your parents at the same time. When
you are staying away and is not able to reach in case of a need, a
hospitalisation is a major toll on you trying to figure out the supportive
bystander who can be with them, the finances in case you don't have
insurance or not from a financially stable environment and most of all, the
emotional load of managing it all. It's a physical, mental and financial
struggle for an average middle class child.

In Kerala, most of the household has only parents, where trying to find a
good caregiver who understands the need of the patient and the
underlying physical and mental health conditions is a struggle
irrespective of the financial situation you are in. Recently, | came across
this ad in FB where they are offering help as an accompanying person if
you heed someone to take you to hospital. This need comes from the
reality that most of the houses has none to accompany to a hospital
appointment or to be a bystander in case of . hospitalisation. Just like it
says, it takes a village to raise a child, it needs a community to take care
of a patient or an older person. And that community is getting smaller
and smaller with nuclear families and with migrations of next generation.
With human expectancy increasing, we need to have proper system in
place if we want to support this growing community. And the
government need to make sure that it is accessible for all the walks of
life. Hospital processes also needs to be more inclusive and practical for
the current world problems. For example, in hospitals, expecting a
bystander even for an OP appointment which might need an XRay or
scan is also getting impractical these days with most homes having a
single parent living alone.
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Having an older set of parents who belongs to baby boomer generation,
it's quite a challenge to communicate even when they are all healthy
and in their best state physically and mentally. It adds an extra burden
when they start declining physically. Physical stress and pain makes it
more difficult to manage and communicate effectively and the
emotional toll it has on both the ends is something our society hasn't
been equipped to handle yet. And the current health system has no
regard for the family members or the caregivers who

are attending the patients. And most of the time, | find it cruel on
patients too, making them isolated in spaces where they can meet
limited number of people for a limited time. Most of them feel shame
and guilty being dependent on others. We need heath care systems to
address these issues, by taking care of mental health of the patients and
caregivers too. Also, our public spaces and events needs to be more
inclusive for our older population and for patients.

Public transportation, public spaces including park, events organized
from government need to take care of the accessibility for our older and
physically challenged population. We don't need system to isolate
peoples into groups, in fact we need systems that work for all.

Last but not least, the financial issues that comes up with a disease is
huge. With big corporates taking over the healthcare, even a daycare
treatment in hospital is becoming a big financial burden for people who
don't have an insurance. And for the majority of the population who
does not come under State/Central governed pensions and insurances,
this is added financial burden with the current inflation rate. This makes
the parents more dependent on kids or someone else, making it difficult
to access the healthcare on time and when needed. Delayed access to
healthcare puts more pressure on all 3 levels, making it even more
difficult and unmanageable at times.
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Unless system intervene with processes to help the challenges for a
growing community, it's going to put immense pressure on the earning
population, who is also raising the next generation alongside. If the
physical strength,financial resources, and mental energy
are getting drained, we cannot make use of the potential of our current
generation who contributes to the society and generates tax for the
government. They will not be able to raise a healthy generation for
tomorrow and will not able to take care of their own health,repeating
the cycle.

Coming from a nuclear family with or without a sibling who might be
around if you are lucky to support your parents intertwined with
societal and moral pressure to take care of your parents irrespective of
how your relationship with parents is a moral dilemma many have.
Also, physical and emotional labor, as like in any other household
related issues, falls on the females here, expecting them to perfectly
manage and be the best care taker sacrificing your own mental and
physical health, whereas mostly son is expected to manage the
financial burden in an average Indian household. Unlike previous
generations, who had multiple people to reach out to in case of a need,
our generation is mostly running on a single person or single family
system, and if something goes wrong, entire unit is suffering with no
reliable system to fall back to.

Comparing to a decade or two ago, people in their 30s and 40s are also
under long term disease management including for obesity and
lifestyle diseases. They are the panini generation who needs to manage
their parents and their kids along with themselves with no or minimal
community support, probably the first of such kind in the history.
Leaving no room for oneself amidst all these along withother struggles
to focus on career and kids and self actualisation in the prime
productive years of the life is not a sprint, but a marathon for an
average of 15 to 20 years.
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Dilemma's of Working in
Periphery

-Sebin George Abraham
Community Health dept, CMC
Vellore.
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Regulations decided centrally cause dysregulations at the roots.
The regulations made and put in force by the government that are
decided by the authorities are meant to aligh with the purpose.
But what if at the grass roots it doesn't?

Let's discuss a few dilemmas faced by a doctor working in the
periphery:

The Community Health department has built trusting relationships
in a tribal area, including the presence of village-level health
workers who play an important role in improving access to health.
When an adolescent girl just below 15 years of age presented to us
with non-specific complaints like myalgia, weakness, etc., we came
to know of her marriage that had taken place a few months ago. On
further probing, she revealed that she had a fight and was facing
certain adjustment issues with her husband, though she loved him.

This marriage was not done in secret. Rather, it was held with all
the regular customs, and for the community, it was not highly
unusual to have marriages involving teenage girls less than 18
years of age.

Now the conundrum lies here.

As health professionals, we are bound to report the marriage under
the Pocso Act. However, we risked breaking the ties with the
community, which was built through decades of sustained
fieldwork.
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The POCSO Act

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act)
is an Indian law enacted in 2012 to protect children from sexual
abuse, harassment, and exploitation.

Being at the crossroads, we do understand the community and
their culture, but at the same time, we were legally required to
report it or be penalised for not reporting.

The Supreme Court has recently directed the government that the
POCSO Act should have a Romeo-Juliet Clause because many
adolescent lovers face the music, because of the age cutoff, and

also since it has been misused by disapproving families of such
adolescents.
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hidal & dgd TR gHdor 6l
HYcl glcich

-Rakesh Ghildiyal

Azim Premji Foundation
Uttarkashi,Uttarakhana
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Ueh T3S ot SiTafST <hl it g 38t ot | umafaes @@=y dhg & <t =
3 T (BTY | TATIT ST ATAT TH SUhRUT) & ATeHH | 39 Siiafior= &4
Rl UATH 3 T8 A| R & 39 UgIS) I A i 912 A 9¢ 39 I1eh A a1
geHt daah ath fd g€ ot ok el ugaa & 9+t I 9 A sifarfio A=
A o [T Ugea Sa-a9 Rered! af oft, dAfer w=iar 3 an fas ag amos
e graft| Sreudret & 3ieR A9 ohl fSier T@+ ht =1 s oAt =t
TrRghH! dig-dia 7 [ R SRR da W, Si-d¥ 9] &7d, dfht s
3R g1%, fthe STReR &) ok fthe agdl g2a-

IR fastett gt at sifefisTa shider (U BT sefaeeh IuehvoT STt gar 4
TSI ST ehech ARG hl Q[ SHTAATST UETH hdl 8) hl #AGe | J:<T
ohl TR SMTaATeT= A« aredl|

ehTthl 33 deh gl YUY IoAdr gl dft Ueh =) i FoR SR ur ford

Ueh ek UR US| IgI7 T i 9 Whid UR HEE HiMfl SITU? WA ST 7T,

foreht 3 SoraT ft, Afra STara M- " vl Aot difSig, R dEd @
foh T R Tepd g1" 31k fthe agl shgr=i-

$o &R d1¢ U Y @relt g1y Fte 31| Ak gap Ir<ar Aepret mar 7w

<hl gl deh UGHTAT T I8l Heh de A, UeeT UR h3dTehs gl Ugetd
fesraT T 3R AT S gdTe Wit |
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HIST o T1T| UR $9 GRI ©EHT hl 91 it dlcil Qe Wy AfdhRT
age 3Tt Y IF 31 3iq sigare f&= &l Iy Tl areit|

aet e &t auf § 39 urafie ey &g & Tah Iudh= R AR & SR
YA WY g, T IUA hdTU 7T RRRT TIT H gl gl Smard
gl d age1 3rua ARTSH shdeal T FuR I H UTAfRe @y &g &
HHATRAT hl Heg o Ueh et URdeR i avg Afde Iaeide ot axget Rurdt
el

qg FATHI fSIeTT F=ATTd 8 T 80 fhetiier R g1 a8l ugd o foig TS
al g, Afeha &t srEaet at aft Thardt & wrur 9s& srawR d< gt STl 2l
ararard & GreH t aga HifAq §- sifdear forae e 6 swdie d A
USdT 8, T O&et gl ST gidt gl SitTel € foRk 39 Il R Wi ik AW &
gael bl "geTd ot g+ ot At 8, e g« are g gl Siar gl Aeadth
ik gl shd fohd Shu=it &l Aeach Fo Hel & fag T« a1 faepe A1 I, 39T
ch1s WRIT 8l |

Qoh Ufaf8a A1 & AfHT &t gt o SR a1 A Jiar o1 fah 98 ol Aed
hch TATY hl dRG Te7T | ARETRAT Ty TARRT el I dt 31 HSTIh
7 R far o) 11 a6 aRoms s, a9 aa Ml off gt bt ot age argedt
T foh Ik ufd 3t uers gt e, sAfeig S511 T8 it = R 4l

ARt o ST AT ° Ueh & agetr A o a<ai ol eIl & ath | 4-5
foheiHier Qe aeieh Thet dTd SET| a9 I8 I &R Fal ol foh [ ugrst,
3T g1 gidT| gl Ig Ul AT, STd ehIH <hl chig HehdeE AT
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Zarsal @ WRT T HY YR SRR TSI g 31U iR A fAehetd &1 Su-che Tgi
T 5 fohenivier g3 &1 e at & foh hld it fae strof, Afeha saemR A g9a =
a1 §U a8 YA 98 R U gl g1 uSdl @ oIl deh foh ohis arg- = A

SITC | IU-<hg o UTH IR 7iTd] <hl Rt 8, 39feiv ag arl-amst & 11 ST &
g STt &

& H 1T 31U I & S1TaTST T 8-

"qq, ST BP @ &t |"
"B Ea1 W gl 7S 8, 1A At SET”
3R Fft-shodft ga gu sie i Tt 8-

@ﬁ?ﬁ@?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁmw

AT <h E@-F& H 9T EAT, SH1RAl bl hieit-31U ST 3R 31 Wrey &l
geATg 1 31d 3+1eh! Rreraf oprt fg=am a1 et 8l

Tt aret +ft 39T Iga A 7@ §; it &R g1 SIQ At i g A 8-
"3{ERT g1 T ¢, A Bl Arar gl"

3R spoft-araft ot ara=ft i oft T 33 & -

"JYTST G TS A ST, et & 471"

UR Q[H3Td H I e UAT Aol AT a8 fayra stia=t # iR 99 or fger a1 &
Ive 99 17| fohddt hY aediaa @=1e g1 R IR-IR hidl-319 ST, Md <hl
HEpld o 1Y & ol SSAT Tat 3ed dR-HiR e & e aer ugadt @il Tar
ch Tagdch HITA &t oh ATY ST ISl Jag Th1s RA 7 off SAreft off | agon
et & foh Tt & st Rl & ag st Iu-che o 7iia & &t Teh &hwRT fhRTe
U= AR gt At | ag nita f@g ad & o1y g o1 g1 ugrst | ag unfde
"It Saferd g foh STEyor 9HTST, IASTYT THTST o §TUT <kl Udhl ATae Aol STl
gufere S1a i 7T 7 i urfdes SIB™ glar Sik d1gr & ST 3T, ot o 37u=T
M= @I F491d Y|
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aget ot sTgqor 1 99 & ag oird Tt aredl <l UdT T, d 398 HeEe | ol
agett ot IR 71 & urgqont & fag @@= a9 i | 39 dRg S ol MTa <hi
gifer TR a1k ufeharsit 7 A« gi=r, 39 4R-4R T dxpfa &
STSdT 1 TT| g STSTd $AAT T g3HT foh THTST hl auf QRI-T e uusig i
ag U ol A} A8 et o ER1= fohedt & R 51 S11AT ofR s’ @ <&t a1
XEHT| gg U 2ATAE ITch 1Y AT AT, FIfch A H Uehl-d61 Ueh As<hl eh
fOIT & aRuRT0 ARt o Shia= o1 fawar A1 @ oAf| Afeh ofR-<R 38 ag gu=t
3T foh 19 A & fir Iger” 1 @Al 8, 399 S[STd Shael &a1sal &1 aT
JqTd uga @ g1 a=a1| fOaar St TRy 914 37 8, Ia-T 8t ST |
<hY TEpfd, AT fayrat iR URURTSHT ahl HHSAT 3R Ikl T he-T Hl
g1 21 T8 Tt 32 IS T &1 99 & HeEg el

g 99 Rl hl FRd-dd ag SR-4R gt kY o=t | st agomm | aradia
chech <hig Y ag 1@l ehg Tahdr ok ag Sita+ o 22 91T Teh 2AER A USTS e @l
31TE g | Thél TR FR T et aga 31 ugrs h wrsfeat ur agd @t agstar
3R fASR glene Icidl @1 ek AfR<T g1 <h ShIRUT 3¢ hs IR A ASchl <hl
Y, 3R A & ®IF i R =Sl g oft St usht &€ Afcha s <t
doeti=dT & g 9« Hie g SIrdr

UeTa <l AR S @ 397 ugral d eyl & fAT areile @y aifders fad
aRET G hH @1 &1 ST T TeTeh IU-chg, deh 31T Yehd &, 3-ch [T agl &arsar
3R ST Y HawAT @<t 8, 3R STt AT 31T uTd, Ich &R SRR gl oI,
BP-3FR STiaHT, &a1sd] 34T 98 9d daJe1 I3 e & 912 aheell 8|

mdad afgerae et ag sra=T aafwTda FeR 2t &, sRaifeh I8 ordT @ foh 399<h
108 WR FTd - 3R TR SRR & § THT SUTET o T SIS iR STifEw a¢
GehdT g1 108 TR aoiT Afgersil ht SHIg W4 91 ehich SIHGRI &t 3R STeg
e Y Iucteerar st gAY wardt|

Ueh f&1 do1 A IU-dhg & I18R Ueh TTSch ohl Hitl < Ut <hl A1 &4, o I
feq 32 wrm ok FAh seToT @ e QRT A& 81| 31 a8 99T 9HY UR Thel Sildl
& Tsfhal o T fhan TRy U= d1d &l g 3R dASh! o 1Y 721 9 g+ a1t
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cifoh=l a8 9d 3T ST i 181 &1 agoi bl fuse ura Jgi+ & Qi Al 318
21 S-a9 ag "= a1l <hl Hee O 9T & IT @l gl 3TuR a3 SifAaht oft ahig
ST ST gl & UTd otfeh=T shrd fthe oft STRY 2gar 21 foen ot a9 21 =iy,
g STHIHT R St oft i)

Ueh 1R Ueh e Afg«r A 108 ur Wi fohar, wifehe a1d shed-ered Aedh et
1| aRaR A Tt githar @ e gt Ml kY cgawn &, dfcha M 7 95 @
HfedT & U4 gl | ST<ar-a<ar Rigd 4, fohr +ft are ag Sor1 foh uaa
ST H &t &t gaTl

31 # ygd fhdt Raw ar ufehar a1 Sa<TR 81 ohedr, wifeh Tt SraaR
BT bl g AT 7 STara gadt 81 T/ AT H Aedadh S AsgRar Uie <@
STl 8 31 URT SATd Ty hHATRIT U= 3T SITdT g| SHERT 3R 3+Ich i &
IY-TTY ITch AR Wy R H USdr g1 agS1 hgdl - "gqRI Teid! a9
gl ot for 39 a=h gH SR gTITd ol GHSA dTeil his IR gHIR 1Y gl A"

g Wiiferes aRfRAfaat F, aiReiRes SeieRat & wrRor aga-a wd=mrt st

7 81 I8d & SR e UsH WR U iy« R 311 8| gfaureit i et T Spz1 38
4 &5 a1 UEH e aTet RHATRYT oh URAR i YR ot A i [Kiar der s
g, safeie A &t Al U= U 91y Uy &hvd 8 Uah 31U+ BR o [y, SR got
3T SRR UR |

AISIT SATST R HTclt Shl HTHAT SThHT R oAl g-dth, ST <h A&, UgTS, Aeddh
<hY guT, 3R AT edTar gg I+<h! '3fidReh URUM' gl & o9 38 o1 dah
ggl U™ IET g wifchT ag hgr-it g7 Teh I8 T ohl THAT i UR HSTSR el o
foh Fedigef aRfRAfat & & - o e ST S at 8, | ag gfhard
gfaurait &1 fached gt gt daheTl
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foreht oft Targ dar ht GHdT hl heaet RHART hY sTHIRATTR' & R T8I SISt
STT YehdlT| 89 98 ITHIE T8l ehx ehd foh % TR TSI ST SIHTRUT T
hTT| Uk Heldd WY il dg g aH U 9= Rt oft AuiiRa ufsharett
3R ASTgd [AeH o EH UR HATAT & A R Heh| HaT dd deh ol [eahed! g S1d Ui
O g 91 ¢t 81 3R fastel A8 8, Q<) A8l & 31k Acdeh Mad g, dl dagi
fhid S Wt fR-o4R g9 aieq enran gl

UgTS! § Wy 4T bl 319l 9dare1 At ag 18! & foh Teh thed1s aehe foha=t
Agd hedl g1 a1 Ig g foh 1 gART A ga+1 fiweR ¢ fh 39 8% IR gl
hH! U <h foig forelt Famt o '"URGRI 9191 T SASTR 1 AT US? dgeil o4l
hl Tr1gAT g+t Tmfae, Afer Ry ot 39k aaf<hira a1gd & dis Bux & awiy,
31 ufeharaft sl T hT g STt [T ot AT STl 8 aRaifh idd:, Qar aa
A gt & ST 39 afwh & WRIA 81, afeh T Asigd ik Gagfie aaawin &
MR IATIT ST ¢
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THE SUPER DOCTOR
-Dr Saibal Jana
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The Shaheed Hospital, stands as a unique legacy of collective courage
and a powerful movement led by mine workers for dignity, health and
self reliance. This hospital gave space to a number of super doctors to
learn and grow here. One of such Super doctors, is Dr. Saibal Jana,
serving his legacy here since 1980s in Shaheed Hospital.

In an interview with him, Dr Jana, shares his story.

When you first came to Shaheed Hospital, what hopes did you have?
What was your motivation for coming here?

Before coming to Shaheed Hospital, we were actively involved in
student organizations. We had a social service and survey
organization, and there was also a Students’ Association where we
worked. We used to go to slum areas and work with marginalized
workers. On Sundays, we conducted reading sessions, and on
Thursdays, we carried out health education programs. So this kind of
work had been part of our practice for a long time. 48



After completing our MBBS and finishing our housemanship
training, our core group sat together to decide what to do next.
Everyone had graduated and gone into different fields—some into
medicine, some into surgery. We discussed whether we should
pursue post-graduation. Ultimately, we unanimously decided that
instead of immediately going for post-graduation, what was more
essential was to learn practical skills and receive proper training.
We felt that in our country, skill development and real training
were more necessary than degrees.

Around that time, we heard that a ‘majdooro ka hospital’ (
labourers’ hospital) was being built in Chhattisgarh. A friend asked
if we would like to go there. The idea of working among workers
attracted me. There was also a sense of adventure. Earlier, | had
worked in places like Nagaland and had also gone to Delhi and JNU,
but nothing felt quite right. So | decided to come here.

When | arrived, the hospital building was still under construction. |
came with just a Jhola (small bag), thinking | would see what
happens. Since | needed some income for my family, | joined a
nearby Catholic hospital temporarily, where there was no doctor. |
received ¥1100 per month. None of the others were earning, so we
shared the money. We were also given a large quarter, and many of
us stayed there together.
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There were many challenging experiences. In one case, a preghant
woman was brought in critical condition with eclampsia. At that
time, | did not know how to conduct deliveries. Dr. Mathai used to
help us; he would say, “You teach me medicine, and I’ll teach you
deliveries.” We tried our best to save the patient. We immediately
made the labour room a makeshift OT. We called Dr. Kundu who did
his housemanship in surgery and cesarean section was performed,
but the fetus was already dead. Many workers came forward to
donate blood. Despite all efforts, the woman passed away after
three days. Her father later told me that although he was deeply
saddened, he had never seen doctors make such sincere efforts for a
patient. That left a deep impression on me.

After about eight or nine months, | returned and started working
here (Shaheed Hospital) when the dispensary began functioning.
Initially, the idea was to name it “Prasuti Bhavan” (Maternity Home),
since the death of Kusum Bai was delivery-related. But after
discussions with workers, we felt that focusing only on maternity
would limit our scope. We decided instead to provide
comprehensive health services—medicine, surgery, and other care as
needed.

A health committee of about 109 workers was formed. Different
groups took responsibility—some learned health work, some handled
construction, some managed finances. Many workers volunteered to
learn basic health skills.
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When | came here, | did not know Hindi well, nor did | know much
about the local conditions. | had studied Hindi only up to Class 5 and
had never spoken it fluently, but | learned here. | always believe
body language is more important than spoken language.

| had earlier worked in the floods of Andhra Pradesh and remote
areas where telugu language was a barrier. We used to communicate
though writting on paper and explaining like that. We learned to
communicate through effort and sincerity.

We had only one guy named Vijay, who used to study in 8th class,
and he was the only interpreter for a group of 75 health workers.
Then while sharing our first day experience, only Vijay's group was
satisfied with thier work, then we urged on expressing in our mother
tongues itself, and it was really beneficial and when we had a
meeting the next day, significant improvement was seen.

That's the story of how | came here.

| did not come here with some grand heroic objective. Through
organizational work, | gradually understood that health work among
workers is deeply connected with their lives and struggles.

Once when there was a meeting with the workers, there was a
problem that the workers who came here for few days did not have
any place to rest, and there was not even single room unoccupied,
and above all this ,it was chilly and cold outside. It is when Niyogi ji
suggested to have them all stay in the OT. But then, we protested
that they can't stay in the OT, although the OT wasn't actively
working that time. Then Niyogi ji suggested to have them all stay in
his own house! ( It was a small kutcha house). But then we had
discussions and made arrangements for the workers in the OT itself
as it wasn't actively functioning at that time . After this incident we
learned how to live with people, share their sorrows and joys, and
stand with them. 51



Sir,,among all the ideologies and principles you have developed in
your life so far, who has contributed the most to shaping them?

First of all, my family played a major role—especially my father and
my mother. My brothers were there, but the strongest influence
came from my parents. The biggest inspiration they gave me was
their trust. Whenever | wanted to do something, they trusted me
completely.

After them, my maternal uncle and my grandfather also had deep
faith in me. That trust and freedom they gave me helped shape my
political understanding and my desire to live and work among
people.

Many of my school and college teachers also contributed
significantly. Even during my medical training, one of my professors
invited me to their homes and told me:

“Do what your heart tells you. Practice professionally, but follow
your conviction. Your attitude toward patients teaches even us
something as well.”

My friends from student organizations also shaped my thinking.
Later, Niyogi Ji had a profound influence on me. He was an
extraordinary human being. His sense of humanity was so vast that it
sometimes felt unbelievable—how could someone think so deeply
and consistently about others?

He also had a spirit of adventure. In the evenings, he would say,
“Let’s go walk through the forest,” and we would go exploring. If he
found a new plant, he would name it immediately. He believed
deeply in protecting nature and would encourage both us and the
workers to plant trees.

One very important lesson | learned from him was this: never mix
personal anger with political disagreement. We once had major
conflicts with a mining officer. But when that officer was transferred,
Niyogi Ji invited him home for tea and snacks. He told him:

“We represent the workers’ interests; you represent the company’s
interests. That creates conflict. But there is nothing personalin it.”
That clarity deeply influenced me. 59



My wife also supported me tremendously. She never once asked me
to leave this work or move elsewhere. During crisis periods,
especially between 1983-87. In 1987 ,Dr. Vinayak said he didn't want
to work anymore, even Dr. Kundu wanted to go for higher studies and
left, Dr.Chanchala after sometime also left. when several doctors
left, we went through very difficult times. | was deeply depressed
when colleagues moved away. It is when Dr. Goon who had come
here just 3-4 months back, stayed here. He had worked in the Bhopal
Gas tragedy. That time, Alpana (wife) also came from Calcutta. Dr.
Goon and alpana stood by me. They encouraged me to continue and
take the work forward. Up until the death of Niyogi ji, we three made
a good team from 1988-1991 and managed the hospital. After Niyogi
Ji's death, many doctors volunteered here but only for a short time.

Madam (Alpana) helped a lot during the period of crisis.According to
our point of view treatment and taking care of people are both a
different thing. So,later on as we all were doctors and there were no
nursing staffs available so Alpana herself performed all the nursing
duties and performed many deliveries using her expertise. She
played a crucial role in hospital systems—especially nursing care,
staff rights, duty schedules, and structured leave policies. Earlier, we
doctors believed in working without rest. She insisted that nurses,
especially women working night shifts, deserved proper leave and
rest days. She professionalized many aspects of care and staff
welfare. ' '
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What were some important cases in your life, which you remember?

Many incidents have shaped me.Niyogi ji taught me how to treat the
labours with love and affection. One was a mentally
disturbed(Schizophrenia) woman who used to call me “father” and
Alpana “mother.” She later became pregnant under unclear
circumstances.She was unmarried so we were thinking about who
molested her. She delivered normally and was very happy with her
baby. Along with the caring of child we were also treating her
schizophrenia. But some months later, she was diagnosed as HIV
reactive. There was an ART centre at Raipur so it was difficult for her
to visit there as family members were not enough supportive. One
year later she eventually passed away. Her life and suffering deeply
affected me.

Another case was 3-4 years back, a two-year-old child with nephrotic
syndrome came to our hospital. Initially, he responded well to
treatment. Later he became steroid-resistant. We tried everything—
AlIMS, CMC, Bangalore hospitals—but nothing worked. CMC
performed his biopsy and at that time we came to know that he was
steroid resistant. He remained with us for 2-3 years before passing
away. Her mother used to record everything like the timings of his
urination. We tried hard to save the child. One of my friend named
Bipin whose wife was a pediatric nephrologist gave treatment to the
child by inserting indwelling catheter and dialysis.But the child
passed away. That case left a lasting mark on me.

Another case was of a small girl child. She was admitted in our
hospital. At that time male and female wards weren't separate. The
girl was from a small village nearby. She got well and left the
hospital. It was the month of May and the OPDs were running too
busy from 9:30 to 12:30 and 4:30 to 7:30. When | was leaving my
quarter for my afternoon OPD | saw an elderly man standing at the
gate.l asked him “Why are you standing here in this harsh heat ?”, He
replied “l have brought Munga (drumstick) for you. The nurse told
me that you are taking rest so | am not allowed to meet you so|
waited here till your arrival”. That simple act of love from an ordinary
person deeply moved me. o4



Another unforgettable case was of a young woman with severe heart
disease. We had warned her not to become pregnant. She became
pregnant and developed severe heart failure. She died. But the baby
was still alive in her womb. With the family’s consent, we performed
a cesarean section after her death and delivered the baby alive. That
was an emotionally overwhelming moment—removing a living child
from a deceased mother.

The belief of people on us is of utmost importance.Once we all had a
long meeting on whether we should perform an operation of a
patient or not because his brother had requested us to do the
operation here itself. So in morning we were urged to do the
operation of patient with peptic perforation. Dr. Chanchala at that
time was performing surgeries so she carried on with the surgery and
| gave anaesthesia. But suddenly Dr. Chanchala had vasovagal and
she fainted and | had to the surgery.

There were times when we had no surgeons available, and patients
required urgent surgery. | gathered the relatives and explained
honestly:

“l am not a trained surgeon, but if you trust us, we will try.”

They would respond, “We trust you. Do what is necessary.”

We performed intestinal obstruction surgeries, hernia repairs,
emergency operations. | had to study a lot about all this topics
because | never imagined to perform surgeries on
patients.Sometimes we succeeded. That trust people placed in us—
that is something | can never forget.
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In bigger city hospitals, patients often lose that connection. Here,
there is a sense of shared responsibility and emotional closeness.

What advice or message would you give to young doctors, and
aspirants?

In India we have to strengthen the primary health care because
many problems start from the primary level and later they become
the problem of the tertiary level. We should deal the primary
problems with our basic knowledge and for that availability of
people is must. According to me, the course of MBBS is enough for
learning new skills and handling both primary and secondary level
cases.

Sometimes the problem is resolved, but in most cases it is not. So for
that the government should focus on these problems. Nowadays
specialization in respective departments of Medical fields is also in
progress and the training of students at UG and PG level have
become very important.

According to Aayushmaan Bharat, it is said that you have to be
postgraduate or MD medicine to treat respiratory tract infection or
diarrhea which is such a contradiction.

It is like two sides of the same coin,

1) To not pursue Post graduation and improve the skills and gain
more knowledge and work as an MBBS doctor

2) To give NEET PG and pursue Post graduation degree.

But if, after attempting three times for NEET and not getting
admission will disappoint a student. So it's better to work as an
MBBS. In this rat race there are two possibilities either you will get
admission or not.
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Earlier Housemanship was a great practice, you would able to know
about each and every department and would develop skills. But
giving multiple attempts to pass NEET PG have hampered young
doctors’ learnings. According to me, Government of India should
focus more on Rural health and the doctors should not get
frustrated while doing their work, instead they should get respect
and dignity for studying MBBS course of 5.5 years along with one
year of internship. But today there's a belief that if you pursue post
graduation only then you will get respect. Even if a student gains
interest in any respective field but there are less chances that they
would get admission for post graduation in the field of their interest.
Nowadays legal proceedings have created a barrier for doctors as
well.

Less than 50% students are nowadays able to do post graduation but
the training is not sufficient for them.

When | passed out MBBS in 1976-1978 there were no degrees for the
doctors in China. In recent days there are more fellowship degrees in
foreign countries compared to masters. The people who choose
theoretical medicine and research see their way to Masters
(FRCS,FRCOG,MRCP) Fellowship membership). In our country we
need to popularize it, so that there's an intensive training of
students. Training programs should be such which are desighed
according to primary health care of our country. We should produce
doctors who can handle everything at a hospital.

Those countries who progressed in health e.g Brazil, Cuba, etc, have
a very strong primary health care. During Covid 19 pandemic, Cuba
provided the maximum number of doctors to other countries and
their degree was just MBBS.

Dr. Jana, in his interview focuses deeply on importance on primary
health care, and care with compassion. 57




Upcoming Events

1.Rural Sensitization Programme (RSP) by IDO,

Telangana from March 13 - 15, 2026.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSeK7rTimZ5J9F
EXOohRQVxNtpljYO3MqtJjolOj5SWUeCdGboA/viewform?
usp=sharing&ouid=112379857444749618724

2.Go to the People (GTP) Youth Camp batch 6 in
August by Yumetta foundation.
https://share.google/1DCzccc2GJiT2lkOu

3.To share your stories and experiences related to
health in the upcoming edition.
Kindly forward to healthchronicleshfa@gmail.com
Whatsapp to:
Sebin : 9994495331
Priyadarsh : 8788915752
Sarah : 6354940349
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Yumetta Foundation

YuMetta is a group of interdisciplinary
professionals iIin Health, Education and
Environment. It also

involves socially motivated and active youths who
are sensitive towards various issues around them.
We believe in paying back to the society in our own
capacity. YuMetta specifically wants to engage with
the youths for their social sensitization, capacity
building, empowerment and creating a new
generation of social change makers.

This will be achieved by unique model of our “Go to
the People Camp” concept in which youth will get a
chance to meet other socially sensitive likeminded
youths, role models and the youth will enhance
their skills through learning by doing.

For more informtion website:

www.yumetta.org
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RSP

Rural Sensitization Programmes are 3-day
sensitization programs being organized to expose
medical students, postgraduate students, and junior
doctors to rural life and problems, models of
community health, and to explore their role in
contributing to health care in the country.

We now have these camps being organised in

- Tribal Health Initiative, Sittilingi

- ASHWINI, Gudalur

- Basic Healthcare Services, Rajasthan

- Jan Chetna Manch Bokaro, Jharkhand

-Bhansali Trust, Dangs , Gujarat

For more information, check website:

www.travelfellowship.org
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MCQwave - an online MCQ solving platform

MCQWAVE is an online medical exam preparation
platform desighed especially for students preparing for
competitive medical entrance and licensing exams such
as NEET PG, INI-CET, FMGE, NEXT (National Exit Test),
and CMS. It combines previous year questions (PYQs)
with a large bank of high-yield, expertly curated
multiple-choice questions (MCQs).

About the founders, Nirtunjay Prasad and Sandeep
Choyal are UG medical students who built the platform
with a mission to make high-quality medical MCQ
preparation affordable and accessible. They emphasize
personalized learning and community support.

https://mcqwave.com
Upcoming events on this platform,

Institutional Subscription, Extensive Test Series and
PYQs, and HIVE!
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FUN PUNS!

I find orthopaedics very humerus.

I lost my left ventricle...
Now I don’t feel right.

I have a photographic memory...
It just needs better exposure.

I told my doctor I broke my arm in two places...
He said, “Stop going to those places.”
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